University of Maryland School of Law
Public Interest Loan Repayment Assistance Program

Application
The University of Maryland School of Law Public Interest Loan Repayment Assistance Program was established to address the educational debt burdens faced by Maryland law graduates committed to careers in public interest law.  Without financial assistance, many new graduates will be unable to afford to pursue a career in public interest law.

Current Maryland law students in their final year of law school or graduates in the class of 1996 or later from the University of Maryland School of Law are eligible to apply for program funds.  Priority in selection of recipients is given to current Maryland law students in their final year of law school that accept employment in public interest law.  The University of Maryland School of Law’s Public Interest Loan Repayment Assistance Program Committee has the discretion to make adjustments and revisions to eligibility based on graduation year from the University of Maryland School of Law.

Public interest work is defined as: employment with a nonprofit organization whose primary purpose is to serve or advocate on behalf of individuals or organizations, whose interests, for various economic, political or social reasons, are not adequately represented by the private sector or the government.  Priority is given to those graduates providing direct legal services to low-income clients.

LRAP funds received will be used for the express purpose of repaying educational student lonas. Government and private loans incurred during law school will be considered in determining awards.

An initial application must be submitted by March 15, 2012.  We must be notified in writing of any changes in the information submitted.

Applicants will be required to sign a Promissory Note setting forth their obligation to repay program loans that are not subsequently forgiven.

(((((
Applicants must file this application, along with:
1. the most recent federal tax return of the applicant and the applicant’s spouse:

2. a statement of the applicant’s current and anticipated public interest job salary, and a letter from the employer certifying current salary for the calendar year for which assistance is sought and certification of employment or offer of employment.

3. a statement of facts that would cause the applicant’s or spouse’s AGI to differ by more than 10% from that on the most recent tax return (include most recent W-2 and a recent pay stub);
4. documentation from lenders indicating face amounts of government and private loans incurred during law school and monthly payment amounts; evidence that the applicant’s educational loans are currently being paid (ordinarily, a current bill or statement of account);

5. medical expenses that may impact applicant’s available income;

6. a 500 word essay stating why applicant chose a career in public interest and applicant’s need for financial assistance;
7. information regarding any financial assistance received from other LARP or LRAP programs including the Janet L. Hoffman Loan Assistance Repayment Program.

University of Maryland School of Law
Public Interest Loan Repayment Assistance Program

Application
Applicant Information: (Please Print)
1.   Name: __________________________________________________________________

2.   Class Year: ______________________________________________________________

3.   Permanent mailing address: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.   Home Phone: ____________________ Work Phone: ______________________________

5.   Date this application is being filed: _____________________________________________

6.   Name of Employer through which eligibility is claimed: _____________________________

7.   Address of Employer through which eligibility is claimed: ___________________________

   ___________________________________________________________________________

8.   E-mail address: ________________________ Fax: _______________________________

9.   Date qualifying employment began or will begin: __________________________________

10.   Your position title: ________________________ Salary: $__________________________

11.   Please include household income (spouse’s annual amount): $_______________________
12.    Have you applied to other loan repayment assistance programs for calendar year for which


   assistance is sought? ______Yes ________No

     13.   List amount of financial assistance from LRAP: $__________________________________

14.   List any non-taxable income to be received for calendar year for which assistance is sought


   (i.e. certain grants, fellowships, awards). ________________________________________


   _________________________________________________________________________

15.   List applicant’s equity in assets over $5,000, excluding applicant’s home: _______________

16.   Estimated total law school educational loan debt: $ ________________________________

17.    Estimated monthly law school loan payments: $___________________________________


 University of Maryland School of Law

Public Interest Loan Repayment Assistance Program

Application
Certification of Law School Debt
Law school educational and bar loans
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University of Maryland School of Law

Public Interest Loan Repayment Assistance Program

Application
I hereby agree to abide by the rules of the University of Maryland School of Law’s Public Interest Loan Repayment Assistance Program with regard to the repayment of any unforgiven loans extended under the Program.  I also agree to advise the Program of any other loan assistance being received and to also, contact the Program of any changes in my employment status and any other relevant changes during the program year.

Signature _____________________________________________________________

Submit to:

Marilyn Jones

Student Financial Planning Coordinator

University of Maryland School of Law

500 West Baltimore Street, Suite 208
Baltimore, MD 21201
